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eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) KI Claim(s) P5 is/are rejected. 
/)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

It is not clear what structure is claimed by the limitation "a treatment device of an 
inspection device" in claim 1 . For the purpose of the application of prior art claim 1 is 
interpreted to read "wherein an inspection device and a linear conveyor for the container 
are arranged above the collecting opening." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dunn 
(US Patent 6,263,887 B1) in view of Halbo (US Patent 6,012,344) and Kitterman et al 
(US Patent 3,773,058). 

Figure 1 is Figure 1 from Dunn with labels added by the examiner. 



Application/Control Number: 10/567,532 
Art Unit: 3751 



Page 3 




In Re claim 1 with reference to Figure 1 above Dunn discloses a container 
treatment machine comprising: a frame, a table top and a collecting opening wherein 
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the areas of said table top connected to the opening are inclined with falling slop to the 
collecting opening. 

Dunn doesn't disclose an inspection device or a linear conveyor. 

With reference to Figure 1 Halbo discloses an inspection machine for containers 
comprising an inspection device (11a) which operates to inspect containers for faults. 

With reference to Figure 3 Kitterman discloses a container cleaning machine 
which uses a conveyor (54) arranged above a waste chute (120) to provide containers 
to be cleaned. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the Dunn apparatus by providing an inspection 
device to inspect containers for faults, and furthermore, to provide a conveyor, as taught 
by Kitterman, supply the apparatus with containers. 

In Re claim 2 with reference to Figure 1 above Dunn discloses a drop chute 
connected to the collecting opening. 

In Re claim 3 above with reference to Figure 1 above Dunn discloses a collecting 
opening having a rectangular shape and being centrally located in a rectangular table 
top. 

In Re claims 4 and 5 with reference to Figure 1 above Dunn discloses a ring 
shaped hollow space between the drop chute and the outside walls of the frame. 
Statements of intended use have been considered and determined not to limit the 
structure of the invention beyond the scope of the prior art: the ring shaped space in the 
Dunn apparatus could be used to house control elements. 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments witli respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JASON K. NIESZ whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3920. The examiner can normally be reached on mon-fri 9-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Greg Huson can be reached on (571) 272-4887. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) 
or 571-272-1000. 



Jason K Niesz 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3751 



/Timothy L Maust/ 

for Gregory Huson, SPE of Art Unit 3751 



